
About Free Video Conferencing Software 
Webex is the granddaddy of audio, video and web conferencing for businesses. It began in 
1995. Cisco purchased them in 2007. They used to only provide paid versions or a free trial, but 
now have a free version available. 
 
FreeConference.com (by iotum) claims to be the first to offer a free service, beginning in 2000. 
 
FreeConferenceCall.com began the following year, 2001, initially as a free service only, which 
they still offer but encourage donations to support, and then added paid versions for 
businesses.  
 
Lifesize is another company that catered to business beginning in 2005 and has now introduced 
a free mobile service called Lifesize Go. 
 
A number of peer to peer and social media type services have become popular, and offer free 
video conferencing with various limitations on number of participants and/or length of calls. 
 
Skype began in 2003 and was purchased by Microsoft in 2011. They recently introduced Skype 
Meet Now which does not require a Skype account to use, but does use the Skype app.  
 
WhatsApp began in 2009 and is used by more people around the world than any other video 
chat app. It was acquired by Facebook in 2014, which had also acquired Messenger in 2011. 
Both Facebook apps now support video conferencing.  
 
Apple FaceTime was introduced in 2010 and now supports video conferencing. 
 
Zoom was introduced in 2013 as a mobile app by an ex Webex lead engineer and thanks to 
publicity of its timely IPO in 2019  just before the Coronavirus started, it has quickly exploded in 
its number of users during the pandemic, sometimes overwhelming its capacity. Its popularity 
and some weaknesses in its security has also caused it to be a target for malicious attacks. 
 
Google Duo started in 2016 as a mobile app for peer to peer video calls and now supports video 
conferencing. 
 
There are dozens more apps that support video calls and conferencing, but the above are some 
of the most well known that have a free service. Since Apache OpenMeetings was made 
available as open source software in 2009, any developer can start with it and tailor it to make 
their own version of video conferencing app.  
 


